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inevitable. Yon were destined, I was persuaded, to witness
it, even, as I hoped, to take no inconsiderable share in its
fulfilment. But I hardly believed that I should have been
spared for this transcendent day, and when it is consum-
mated, I will gratefully exclaim, " Nunc me dimittis! " '

' You allude, sir, to some important matter which Lady
St. Jerome a few days ago intimated to me, but it was only
an intimation, and purposely very vague/

i There is no doubt/ said the Cardinal, speaking with
solemnity, * of what I now communicate to you. The Holy
Father, Pius IX., has resolved to summon an (Ecumenical
Oouncil.'

1 An {[Ecumenical Council!' said Lothair.

' It is a weak phrase/ resumed the Cardinal, ' to say it
will be the greatest event of this century. I believe it will
be the greatest event since the Episcopate of St. Peter;
greater, in its consequences to the human race, tnan the
fall of the Roman Empire, the pseudo-Reformation, or the
Revolution of France. It is much more than three hun-
dred years since the last (Ecumenical Council, the Council
of Trent, and the world still vibrates with its decisions.
But the Council of Trent, compared with the impending
Council of the Vatican, will be as the mediaeval world oi
Europe compared with the vast and complete globe which
man has since discovered and mastered.*

* Indeed ! ' said Lothair.

* Why the very assembly of the Fathers of the Church
will astound the Freemasons, and the Secret Societies, and
the Atheists,    That alone will be a demonstration of power
on the part of the Holy Father which no conqueror from
Sesostris to Napoleon has ever equalled.    It was only the
bishops of Europe that assembled at Trent, and, inspired
by the Holy Spirit, their decisions have governed man for
more than three hundred years.    But now the bishops of
the whole world will assemble round the chair of St. Peter,